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Nelson County ﬁurthousec Postcards from the &st
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Nelson County Court House o

prectsd s, romesion v the site for the county seatn 1808 and the
- resultant village of Lovingston was recognized

seat AdGt dzo f A Oone[ Hridred2y&rd
squaré was recordedh y G KS Of SNJ
purpose of constructing a county courthouse.
The building construction beganin 1809 and
completed in 1810 at a cost of $3289.69he
planswere developedy Shelton Crostwait, one
of the county justices with George Varnum 3
the supervsing builder. The first court was held
in the new courthouse on Febany 26, 1810.

Original Courthouse 1809
For over two hundred years the courtroom ha

been in continuous use since its comjdet

The stucco coveredbrick structure is aj
traditional town-hall type with a frordgabled
facade and a fibay arched arcade.

The first enlargement of the structure occurre
in 1940 when the courtroom was lengthen
ten feet and a rectangular addition was add
to the northern end. Further renovations and
additions weremade in 1968 and 197%hen s e »
the backwing was added to accommodate for Courthouse after 1940 addition

more office space : : .

The courthouse was placed on the Virgin
Historic Landmarks Register and the Natior
Register of Historic Placés 1973. Lovingsto Q’

became a Historic District in 2005 and |nclud 5
the courthouseand surrounding buildings anc

statures on the courthouse property. Tlodd
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the Confederate stme and the Camille
Memorial make up the courthouse complex
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the General Assembly in 1809 as the county
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Abou five years ago plans were made construction an addition to the courthouse to the rear, a ne
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secure entrance into th courthouse wasf major importance. Construction will be complete in the next fe
months. The renovations and additions carefully preserved the historic portion of the buildieyy
sidewalks and steps, the addition of park benches around the cousthagrounds and the flagraced
entrance add to the details of the new look around the 1810 Nelson County Courthouse.

The Jeffersonian design jaila singlestory white buildingis
believed to be one of the last buildings that Thomas Jeffers
designedas referenced in the Lovingston Historic District surve
The jail was commissioned andsilgned in 1823 and Jeffersor
died in 186. The building is currently being preserved an
renovated for future county office space.

Union Troops enter th&ourthouseduring the Civil War
A common law book gavevident to the fact that Union troops
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(N Sourcedor Nelson County CourthouBestoricalinformation may
= - be found at The Virginia Department of Historic Resourcesite
Jeffersonian Jailleft of entrance historic register kttp://www.dhr.virginia.gov/ and
The Nelson County Heritage B@aR00)
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Robert Whiteheadg A Prominent Nelson County Lawyer

Born in Nelson County (1897), Robert Whitehead became one
bSftazy [2dzyieQda Yz2aild LINRBYAYSY
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Delegates. He gained a statewide reputation for his skill as & s
legislatorand considered a run for the Governor of Virginia

Robert was educated in the public schools of Nelson Cour
graduated from Lynchburg High School, and taught for one year at
az2zdzyul Ay [ 20S {[{OK22f 0o0{0SOSYyQ}
school atThe University of Virginia but had his education interrupts
for volunteer service in the Army during WW I. He returned to sch
and finished his law degree at UVA in 1919.

His law career began for a brief time in Lynchburg as a partner ¢
Linsley Gleman, Jr. but joined his father, Stuart Baldwin Whitehead
[20Ay a2y AY MPHMOD | S &dz008S
Attorney and resigned in 1941 to be elected in 1942 for the Virgi
House of Delegates. He remained in that office until higldaa1960.
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influential member of the Finance Committee and Chairman of the Education Committee. Noted for his
as an orator and debaterhewadad 6 SR Wi KS t I GNAO] | SYNE 27 da0a)

Three generations of the Whitehead family occupied the
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father, Stuart Baldwin Whitehead and his grandfather,

Robert Whiteheadpreceded him in the office. The

Whitehead Office building on the courthouse green in

Lovingston was in continuous use by the Whitehead
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The photo at the right was taken by Lee Dietrich ca. 1970

andlooks through an arch on the courthouse arcade.
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Whitehead lived in Lovingston where he raised his fami
He married Sallie Carter from Bryahglson Co.) and had

ly.

two daughters, Ann Carter Whitehead (Thomas) and Malria
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Mrs. Sam Eggleston. After the deathhis wife Sallie, he
later married Myra Loving McGinnis. He was a life ti

member of Trinity Episcopal Church in Arrington, servi
on its vestry and teaching Sunday Sdhddis portrait

hangs in the courthouse along with his father an
grandfather.
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